
 

CCW 2018-2019 Welcome 

Dear Members and Friends of the Cornell Club of Washington, 

More than fifty years ago, a group of forward-thinking alumni formed the Cornell Club 
of Washington, and they left us a legacy that makes a difference to Cornellians every 
day. It is remarkable how many former board members, including many of the 32 
women and men who led CCW before me, continue to engage with CCW long after 
their official board service. Their legacy of stewardship and dedication is a Cornell 
treasure, which was kindled by an extraordinarily dedicated group of volunteers who 
served on the 2017-2018 CCW Board. I would also like to extend a Big Red thank-
you to our 2018-2019 Board for offering to serve CCW. The are named on page 3. 

One other CCW legacy is embodied more than 370 Cornellians who have become 
Life Members over the years. Their enduring generosity helps sustain CCW 
programs and scholarships. Life memberships are held by CCW to generate revenue 
for CCW’s programs. Ultimately, the life membership is contributed to the CCW 
scholarship fund after the member leaves the area or passes away. I hope you’ll 
consider joining as a Life Member this year, if you haven’t already done so. 

Another CCW legacy is our support of Cornell students through scholarships. Thanks 
to the longstanding generosity of CCW members and friends, we provide 
scholarships to local Cornell undergraduates every semester. Those scholarships 
are named to honor some beloved CCW legends—Howard Epstein, Austin Kiplinger, 
Bob Ladd, and Bob McKinless. In addition, CCW provides stipends, named in honor 
of Barber Conable, to students participating in the Cornell in Washington program.  

However, CCW’s legacy is about more than these leaders, donors, and scholarships. 
CCW’s legacy extends to our tradition of creating unique, award-winning programs 
that engage and enlarge the Cornell community in the country’s capital—and the 
volunteers who create and host those events. As you’ve come to expect, we have a 
full year planned, as each issue of CCW News attests. I invite you to peruse the 
events calendar and register for something that piques your curiosity. Every time you 
do so, you help strengthen the Big Red legacy that generations of Cornellians in 
Washington, DC built for us.  

Terry Horner ’92 PhD ’98 
President 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

 
Fall Service Weekend 

 
3 events on the same day 

 Saturday, Oct 13st  
7:00-11am  

 
Join fellow Cornell alumni for a 

weekend of service  
 
 
 

Questions? 
Laura Gonzales Meyers 

lmg38@cornell.edu 



Page 2 

 
 

Annual Freshman Send-Off 
 
 
CCW, Judy Gleklen Kopff ’68, and Gary Kopff MPA ’71 held the annual student send-off dinner party at the Kopff home on 
August 12th for incoming Cornell freshmen and transfer students from the DMV area. Judy is the Cornell Alumni 
Admissions Ambassador Network (CAAAN) Chair for Washington, DC, schools.  
 
Of the 132 frosh and 17 transfer students invited by the Cornell Alumni Affairs Office to the party, 24 freshmen attended 
from DC, northern Virginia, and suburban Maryland. By all accounts, they had a wonderful evening.  
 
Janet Lynn Cornfeld ’72, Regional CAAAN Chair for DC/Maryland, welcomed students and offered advice about their 
transition to college. Lisa Burns Griffin ’87, CAAAN Chair for Silver Spring/Gaithersburg, spoke briefly about the club’s 
activities, and Alex Payne ’09, Vice President-Scholarship, informed the frosh about the CCW scholarship program.  
A panel of six current undergraduates described life at Cornell and discussed housing and meal plans, Greek life and 
alternatives, academics, extracurriculars, and miscellaneous information relevant to incoming students.  
 
The 2018 panelists were: Mikaela (“Mika”) Matera-Vatnick, rising sophomore in College of Agriculture & Life Sciences 
(CALS); Cathy Xie, rising junior in CALS; Alex Davis, rising sophomore in College of Arts & Sciences; Ahyoung Kim-Lee, 
rising senior in CALS; Siobhan Robinson-Marshall, rising junior in College of Human Ecology; and Tyler Dixon, rising 
junior in College of Industrial & Labor Relations.  
 
CCW commends Judy and Gary Kopff for their continued commitment to Cornell. They have graciously supported the 
CAAAN program by hosting the Frosh Send-off Supper for more than 40 years. 
 
The frosh send-off panelists shown in the photo are (left to right): Cathy Xie, Alex Davis, Sioban Robinson-Marshall, Tyler 
Dixon, Ahyoung Kim-Lee, and Mika Matera-Vatnick. 

by Judy G Kopff ’68 
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Meet CCW’s 2018-19 Scholarship Recipient 
The Cornell Club of Washington Scholarship program enables alumni and friends 
an opportunity to help students financially attend Cornell. Due to the generous 
donations of DC-area alumni, CCW funds several scholarships for local students 
who attend Cornell. The scholarships help students defray the “self-help” portion of 
their financial aid packages and are awarded to students based upon their 
academic achievements, service commitment, and contributions to Cornell life. This 
year, one of the five scholarships was available to award a current student. 
 
The Scholarship Committee selected Mia Horton as the recipient of the Howard S. 
Epstein Cornell Club of Washington Federation Memorial Scholarship. This 
scholarship honors the late Howard Epstein ’58 Law ’61, who was a President of 
both the CCW and the Cornell Federation. 
 
Mia is a sophomore in the College of Engineering. She grew up in Maryland and 
attended The Potomac School in McLean, Virginia. While in high school, Mia co-
founded the Women of Color Affinity Group, earned varsity letters in track and field 
and basketball, and achieved an AP Scholar with Distinction honor. 
 

At Cornell, Mia is majoring in Operations Research and 
Engineering and working towards a Dyson Business Minor for 
Engineers. Outside of the classroom, Mia’s Cornell activities 
include work as a research analyst with BLK Capital 
Management Equity; Treasurer and Freshman Representative 
of the Women of Color Coalition; and member of the National 
Society of Black Engineers. Last year, Mia played on the club 
rugby team. If you visit campus and want to work out, you may 
also see Mia at one of the Cornell fitness centers, where she 
works part time.   

by Alex Payne ’09 

Homecoming Recap 
 

While Yale’s team beat Cornell on the 
gridiron on September 22, many CCW 
members were seen at Homecoming 2018. 
It should be noted that Dale S. Lazar ’74, 
JD ’77, a past president of CCW, and 
Jeanne B. Sander ’66, CCW member, 
were honored with the Frank H. T. Rhodes 
Exemplary Alumni Service Award. This 
prestigious award honors alumni who have 
demonstrated extraordinary service to Cornell through long-term volunteer activities 
within the broad spectrum of Cornell’s various alumni organizations. Past CCW 
awardees include: Madolyn McAdams Dallas ’58 and Austin H. “Kip” 
Kiplinger ’39 in 1995, Esther Schiff Bondareff ’37 in 1996, Robert F. 
McKinless ’48 in 2003, Glenn T. Dallas ’58 in 2007, and Ruth Z. Bleyler ’62 in 
2013. This is quite a showing, and the pride of CCW as we dedicate ourselves to 
Cornell. Join us next year at Homecoming 2019 as CCW flocks back to the Hill on 
October 4-5, 2019! 

by Katherine Stifel ‘87 

Board of Directors 
2018-2019 

President 
Terry Horner ’92 PhD ’98 
First Vice-President 
Katherine Stifel ’87 
Treasurer 
Elina Hum ’79 
Secretary 
Elisabeth Boas ’71 

Vice-Presidents, CAAAN  
Janet Cornfeld ’72 (DC/MD) 
Matt Nieman ’98 (VA) 
Vice-President, 
Communications 
Liz Herman ’01 

Vice-President, Community 
Service 
Laura Gonzales Meyers ’04 
Vice-President, Membership 
Ali Wright ’11 Law ’14 

Vice-President, Programming 
Jim Schoonmaker ’74 

Vice-President, Scholarship 
Alex Payne ’09 

Immediate Past President 
Grace Jean ’00 

Directors (through June ’19) 
Joanna Ain ’05 
Toniqua Hay Gr ’12 
Linda Johnson ’60, ’63 
Matthew S. Lynch ’14 
Steve Piekarec ’74 
Chuck Schilke Law ’88 
Mel Zurn ’93 

Directors (Through June ’20) 
Mary Bowman ’87 
Kwame Campos Rodriguez 
   JGM ’15 
Lisa Griffin ’87 
Christine Song ’94 GR ’05 
Dan Murphy ’96 

 

Cornell Club of Washington 
2148 O Street NW 
Washington, DC 20037 

Mia Horton ’21 
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Past Event Highlights 

Hamilton: Man and Musical at the West End Neighborhood Library 
On August 7th, Dan gave a two-hour talk on “Hamilton: Man and Musical” to over 60 Cornell Club of Washington 
members and others. He featuring songs from the smash musical and discussed its place in American musical theatre.  
 

He discussed how well the musical helped the public to better understand this ten-
dollar founding father as well as made his life, times, and legacy live for people of 
all ages, including children who attended the talk. The “room where it happened” 
was at the West End Library here in DC, a new location for CCW events.  
 
Dan reminded attendees that they could see a special exhibition on Hamilton at 
Anderson House near Dupont Circle	through September 16. Dan led a tour of this 
historic house for CCW last year. 

by Dan Sherman PhD ’85 
 

Dan and Hamilton biographer Ron Chernow 

 
Alexander Hamilton: The Soldier’s Life of a 
Founding Father’ 
 
On August 30th, Cornell Professor of History and Associate Director of 
Cornell in Washington, David Silbey ’90, presented CCW members and 
current CIW students a talk about the kind of man Hamilton was in the 
early years before his political career. He served as an aide-de-camp to 
Gen. George Washington, then in his 40s, while Alexander was a rising 
militia soldier in his 20s. 

by Katherine Stifel ’87 
 

 
CIW Professor David Silbey ’90 

Potomac Paddle XXXI 
 

On August 25th, a group of 20 Cornellians and friends rented kayaks 
and canoes on the Georgetown waterfront for the 31st annual CCW 
Potomac Paddle.  This annual event was coordinated by Clint Brass 
'90 and brings together Cornell in Washington students and alumni.  
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Events at a Glance 
 
SEPTEMBER  
27……Young Alumni Happy Hour – Welcome to DC  

Questions: programming@cornellclubdc.org  
30……CCW Family Picnic  

Questions: programming@cornellclubdc.org  
 

OCTOBER 
9........CCW Monthly Board Meeting 
   Questions: Terry Horner at president@cornellclubdc.org 
9........CCW Monthly Programming Meeting 
   Questions: programming@cornellclubdc.org 
10......Washington Capitals versus Vegas Golden Knights 

Questions: Contact Mel Zurn (Melvin.zurn@gmail.com)  
13…...Fall Service Weekend Events  

Questions: Laura Gonzales Meyers `04 (lmg38@cornell.edu)  
22……CCW Book Club – Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng 

Questions: Liz Pomper (ehp3@cornell.edu) or join Facebook group 
18...... International Spirit of Zinck’s 
   Questions: Katherine Stifel at vicepresident@cornellclubdc.org 
    

 
Register for events at http://www.cornellclubdc.org/events 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteer Corner 
Communications 

Are you a fan of Instagram and Facebook? Help CCW with our communications efforts including our social media 
and email updates. Contact Liz Herman at communications@cornellclubdc.org. 

 
Community Service 

We are always looking for community service ideas and volunteers! To learn more, contact Laura Gonzales Meyers 
at communityservice@cornellclubdc.org. We are looking for on site volunteers for the Fall Service in early October. 
 

Finance Committee 
Do you have a background in accounting or tax law? Or want to become more familiar with these areas and how they 
work in the non-profit context? Then please consider joining us! Contact Elina Hum at treasurer@cornellclubdc.org. 
 

Programming 
The CCW Programming Committee welcomes suggestions for programs and volunteers to help with them! Contact 
Jim Schoonmaker at programming@cornellclubdc.org. 
 

Technology 
Looking for people with website experience to help in the redesign of the CCW website. Contact Terry Horner 
at president@cornellclubdc.org.  
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Young Alumni 
 

Young Alumni Happy Hour – Welcome to DC at Blackfinn on 9/27/18 
 

Want to volunteer for Young Alumni Programs? Contact Julia Buffinton ’14 at jab684@cornell.edu 

 

Club Announcements 

CCW Family Picnic at Fort Hunt Park  
Sunday, September 30th 12PM - 4PM, Fort Hunt Park, 8999 Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria, Virgina 
 
Join fellow Cornellians for a Cornell Club of Washington Family Picnic. Meet some new friends and catch up with multi-
generations of Cornellians in the DC Metro area. 
 
Questions: programming@cornellclubdc.org  

Washington Capitals Ice Hockey Champs vs the Golden Knights of Las Vegas 
Wednesday, October 10th 7:00PM, CapitalOne Arena Washington, DC 
 
Join fellow Cornellians in rooting for our own Washington “Red” (Capitals) as they battle the Las Vegas Golden Knights. 
This is the ony game Vegas plays in DC this year, so come on out to see a rematch of the 2018 Stanley Cup finals! 
 
Questions: Mel Zurn at joshua.novikoff@gmail.com or Keith Becker at keith.a.becker@gmail.com 
 
 
International Spirit of Zinck’s 
Thursday, October 18th 6:30PM – 9:00PM, James Hoban’s, 1 Dupont Circle NW, Washington DC 20036 

CCW alums from around the world are welcome to jointly celebrate the legacy and tradition of Theodore Zinck, an Ithacan 
saloonkeeper and proprieter of the Hotel Brunswick which was a popular gathering place for Cornellians in the 1890s. 
While the last “Zinck’s” closed in the mid-60s, CCW keeps the spirit alive.  
 
Questions: programming@cornellclubdc.org  
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Coming in November 
We are introducing on Third Thursdays an International Washington DC Small Dinner series 

 
If you would like to lead one of these contact programming@cornellclubdc.org 

 
 

 CCW Community Enrichment 
 

Do you have a meeting space in the District that CCW could bring lectrers or receptions to? 
  

Do you know a Cornellian who would lecture or speak on a panel? 
 

Do you have ideas for the CCW Newsletter? Email us at: newsletter@cornellclubdc.org 
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September 2018    Moved? New email? Update your record at www.cornellclubdc.org 
 

Do you have ideas for the CCW Newsletter? Or corrections? Email us at:  newsletter@cornellclubdc.org 

 

 
 

A Big Red Welcome New CCW Members! 
 

Pamy Arora MBA ’86 
Liam Bui ’17 

Linda Kacser ’55 
Maria Kearsley ’85 

Alexander Chakrin ‘17 Erwin Knippenberg GRAD ’18 
Krystin Chiellini ’17 Mindy Kaiden Levenson ’86 
Dominic Delmolino ’90 Annapriya Mazur ’14 
Sarah Dirkes ’09 Juan Pereira GRAD ’96 
Mariemma Dolige ’95 Monica Pham ’04 
Cynthia Giambastiani ’75 
Kathryn Gouldie ’86 
Becket Harney ’17 
John Heimlich ’91 
 

Emily Satinsky ’15 
Julie Steinberg ’82 
Sam Strang ’17 
Elizabeth Womack GRAD ’17 

Interested in becoming a Life Member?  
Contact VP of Membership:  
Ali Wright ’11 ’14 Law 
membership@cornellclubdc.org 

 
Recent Life Members  
Dominic Delmolino ’90 
John Heimlich ’91 
 

 


